GUERRE DE POTS BE CHAMBRE '
he had acquired — none too honestly, so it was said — during his
tenure of office as Paymaster. Dashwood, whose lamentable
failure as Chancellor of the Exchequer had done much to weaken
Bute's Ministry, was created Baron Le Despenser, thereby reviving
a tide which had long been in his family. Grenville decided to
keep in his own hands the two offices of First Lord of the Treasury
and Chancellor of the Exchequer.
In the Cabinet itself the real power was shared by a e trium-
virate' comprising Grenville, Egremont and Halifax; and
they received a certain measure of support from Bedford and
his supporters. Against them were arrayed Newcastle, Hardwicke,
Temple and Pitt and their respective followings, who continued
to thunder against the iniquities of the Peace and the unfairness
of Dashwood's Cider Tax. It was during a debate on the latter
measure that Pitt nicknamed Grenville ' Gentle Shepherd ' — a
sobriquet which clung to him for the rest of his life.
most relentless of the Government's enemies was John
Wilkes, the son of a London distiller and a Presbyterian mother.
After completing his education at the University of Leyden—
then a favourite place of higher learning with English dissenters
—Wilkes made the customary Grand Tour. On his return to
England he was persuaded by his parents to marry Mary Mead,
the only daughter of a wealthy London grocer. It was not long
before Mrs Wilkes discovered that she had little in common
with her brilliant young husband—for brilliant Wilkes was both
as a scholar and as a wit; and a separation was negotiated which
left Wilkes in control of their only daughter and bestowed upon
him a goodly portion of his wife's fortune.
Wilkes had early given himself over to a life of profligacy.
He was a member of the Hell-Fire Club, and of the infamous
6 Order of St Francis* The latter, named after its founder,
Sir Francis Dashwood, was a fraternity of debauched young men
who met in a ruined Cistercian abbey at Medmenham, on
Dashwood's property. It was Dashwood who admitted Wilkes
into the c Order ': the new member was given a warm welcome
by the other members, his ready wit finding the highest level
of expression in obscenity and blasphemy. Among his friends
were the Earl of Sandwich and Thomas Potter, the latter being
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